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CLARKSBURG '~ The

" Mountaineer - Food Bank'’
and Harrison County Se-

nior Citizens Center will
provide two ‘months. of

- meals ‘for over 500 county -

geniors'in an effort to keép

them fed while meeting so- -

cial distancing guidelines.

Each month, the two or- - :
gamzatmns feed hundreds -

‘Bank with shelf-stable prod-" '
‘Harrison *County: : Senior .

-tion, Semors who are able to
ﬁplck up.their bO_xes do so at

Telegram
Saturday, Aprll 4,2020

f seniots through a semor
nu ; 'tron program '

pared by Mountameer Food :
ucts are delivered tothe. :
Citizens Center for d1str1bu-'

Unlted Rentals donats tlme, equlpment and manpower
.'to help the Mountalneer Food Bank and Harrison County

\“..

SENIOR |

-(Continued. frbm Page A1)

_ The rest of the boxes are
delivered directly to seniors
-in their homes.
 However, to limit the po—
tential for transmission. of
COVID-19 from face-to-face.
interaction, the food hank
and senior center will pro-
vide enough food bozes in
April to get participating se-
niors through two months.
The change also will en-
sure that seniors have their
meals if senior center staff
should become infected in
the ¢oming weeks, according
to Harrison County Senior
Citizens Center IT Adminis-
trator Curtis Short. '

- Digease projections indi- -

cate the .peak of infections
in West Virginia will occur 111
early May.

Umted Rentals of Bridge-
port donated time and man-

power to help - transport’

about 25 skids, each with 40
boxes of food, from the food
" bank to the senior center. ~
“Doing it with a pallet jack,
taking them in and out of the
building, is an ordeal with
just 11 pallets, which is what
we normally get,” Short said.

" Calls went out on Friday
-to inform seniors they eould

pickuptheirhoxzes. Deliveries
will be made over the week-
end and early next week, ac-
cording to Barbara Oldaker,

who oversees the program for

the senior center.
“Our program has rea]ly
grown, The need is really out

there,” said Bill O'Field, se-

nior center board pres1dent
‘When the program started

Just three years ago, about-

100 semiors - received food
boxes through it. Now, the
program serves 505 persons
andtherelsawaltmghst Ol
daker said.

These food boxes are a

lifeline for many of the se- .

niors on the program, Olda-
ker said.

“They have nothing left

of their income to get any-
thing by the second week

_ by the time they pay every-

thing and get. their meds,”
said Beth Fitzgerald, execu-
tive director of the Harrison

County Senior Citizens Cen-

ter. “Alot of our seniors some-
times have to make a decision
whether they’re going to get
their medicine or pay their
utilities, or whether they're
going to get food.”

Lack of transportation for

some seniors also means they

can’t shop around for better

prices, she said.
To further assist seniors

during the COVID-19 pan-

demic, the senior center has

also started offering essential
shopping to seniors. Individ- ~
“uals who have passed back-

ground checks will pick up a
check or debit card from'the
senior, pick up their grocer-
ies and other essential ilems
from the store and deliver
them with the receipt back
to the senior.

“Thatis aservice we are be-
ing allowed to offer inder the
Older Americans Act right

-Semor cmzens Center transport 1 000 food boxes. 5

now during the COVID:19~

pandemic.” That was not a
service that we were allowed

to do before, but now it’s be- .-

come egsential, That will help
keep seniors in their home,”
Fltzgerald said. . -
“Seniors who would like to
use the essential shopping
program can call the in-home
services department of the
Harrison County Senior Cit-
izens Center. The senior cen-

- ter number is 304-623-6795.

Staff Writer JoAnn Snoderly can be
reachad at 304-626-1446, by email
at jsnoderly@thest.com or on
Twitter at @JoAnnSnoderly.




